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"To perpetuate the memory of our shipmates who gave their lives in the pursuit of their duties while serving their country.  

That their dedication, deeds and supreme sacrifice be a constant source of motivation toward greater accomplishments.  

Pledge loyalty and patriotism to the United States of America and its Constitution."  

That's our CREED above, but it's not who we are:     

We are United States Submarine Sailors! We were, and are, members of the elite fighting  
force of the United States Navy. We are all QUALIFIED IN SUBMARINES.  

 Do you know or even guess what these devices are pictured below ? ?  

See the Blast from the past   on pages 10 and 11 



USSVI South Sound Base      

David Richards, Commander 

3510 E. McKinley Ave.    

Tacoma, WA   98404 

           "ÖÔÔÈÕËÌÙɀÚɯ"ÖÙÕÌÙȵɯA short message from the commander.  

            Last months meeting had a very good turn out, a great speaker, and a good meal provided by 

our host VFW post. We look forward to building on this success.  

           Our fund raiser was a success with a minor set back at the Spanaway store. We are looking for 

a new second location. 

            John Mansfield and I attended the awards banquet for the Stadium H.S. NJROTC.  It was 

very interesting to witness Commander Mandigo put his troops through their paces.  

            While at the awards banquet we had a nice conversation with Mrs. .S. Medlock.  She and her 

husband were speakers at our meeting some time ago. They are the folks that spearheaded the 

MEDAL OF HONOR MEMORIAL at the Tacoma War memorial park at the end of Sixth Ave.  She 

provided us with some names to contact and some pitfalls and she indicated her willingness to help 

us in any way she can. 

           I look forward to seeing a good turnout this month and we are planning to spend some time 

talking about the upcoming national USSVI Elections. The last election we only had 10 members 

vote, I am shooting for 90% this year. 

 Thank you all for your support.   Dave Richards,  Commander South Sound Base 

A U.S. Marine Colonel was about to start the morning briefing to his staff.  While waiting for the cof-

fee machine to finish its brewing, the colonel decided to pose a question to all assembled. He ex-

plained that his wife had been a bit frisky the night before and he failed to get his usual amount of 

sound sleep. He posed the question of just how much of sex was "work" and how much of it was 

"pleasure?" A Major chimed in with 75-25% in favor of work. A Captain said it was 50-50%. A lieu-

tenant responded with 25-75% in favor of pleasure, depending upon his state of inebriation at the 

time. There being no consensus, the colonel turned to the PFC who was in charge of making the 

coffee.  What was HIS opinion? 

Without any hesitation, the young PFC responded, "Sir, it has to be 100% pleasure." 

The colonel was surprised and, as you might guess, asked why? 

"Well, sir, if there was any work involved, the officers would have me doing it for them." 

The room fell silent. 



                               

 

                        USSVI   South Sound Base 
                                        Dave Richards, Commander 

                                 3510 E. McKinley Ave.    Tacoma, WA   98404 

                                     Minutes of Meeting, June 10, 2010 

The USSVI South Sound Base meeting was called to order by Commander David Richards 1900 Hrs.  

There were nine members present.  Ron Eggimann led the Pledge of Allegiance and gave the open-

ing prayer.  Commander Dave read the USSVI Creed:  

"To perpetuate the memory of our shipmates who gave their lives in the pursuit of duties while 

serving their country. That their dedication, deeds and supreme sacrifice be a constant source of mo-

tivation toward greater accomplishments. Pledge loyalty and patriotism to the United States Of 

 ÔÌÙÐÊÈȭɂ 

Tolling of the Boats lost in June was conducted by Dave Richards and Greg Lee USS Herring(SS233) 

 1944, R-12 (SS-89) 1943, USS Golet (SS361) 1944, USS Bonefish (SS223) 1945, S-27 (SS132) 1942, 0-9  

(SS70) 1941, Runner (SS275) 1943.  A moment of silence was observed for our departed shipmates  

on eternal patrol.  

Binnacle List:   Jon Cox, Don Smith 

May meeting minutes were not read.  

Mike Ellis gave the Treasury Report. A balance of $2,205.20 is in the general account and $1,069.55 is 

in the storekeeper account.  The report was accepted  as read by voice vote. 

Membership Chairman Mike Ellis reported the base has 37 members.  For those of you reading these 

 minutes, and you have not paid, please send $20 to National  and $10 to Mike Ellis.  There are pro 

grams available for multi year memberships.  

Base Newsletter Report:  Non given, Don was absent. 

Assistant Storekeeper, John Mansfield, reported sales were good at Yakima,  

Blueback and Central Oregon Bases during his visits last month.  New items are available in the  

ÚÛÖÙÌȰɯɁ+ÖÝÌɯÛÏÌɯÚÔÌÓÓɯÖÍɯ#ÐÌÚÌÓɯÐÕɯÛÏÌɯ,ÖÙÕÐÕÎɂɯ,ÜÎÚɯÈÕËɯ*È×ȹÚÚȺɯƘɯ*ÐËȹÚÚȺɯ'ÈÛÚȭɯɯ'ÌɯËÐÚ×ÓÈàÌËɯÛÏÌ 

 new patch produced by Olympic Peninsula Base, which looks great. 

 Western District Commander Report: John Mansfield reported on his visits to Yakima, Blueback,  

 "ÌÕÛÙÈÓɯ.ÙÌÎÖÕɯÈÕËɯ!ÙÌÔÌÙÛÖÕɯ!ÈÚÌÚȭɯɯ(ÛɯÞÈÚɯÚÜÎÎÌÚÛÌËɯÛÏÈÛɯÞÌɯÚÛÈÙÛɯÈɯɁ5ÐÚÐÛÈÛÐÖÕɯ/ÙÖÎÙÈÔɂɯÞÏÌÙÌ 

 members from South Sound Base would go  and visit other bases in the area to see how their meet 

ings are held.  A resounding thunder of applause erupted throughout the meeting hall. (Just kid  

ding).  



)ÜÕÌɯÔÌÌÛÐÕÎɯÔÐÕÜÛÌÚɯÊÖÕÛÐÕÜÌËɯȱȱȱȱȭ 

)ÖÏÕɯÈÓÚÖɯÚ×ÖÒÌɯÖÕɯÛÏÌɯÛÖ×ÐÊɯÖÍɯ4225(ɀÚɯ-ÈÛÐÖÕÈÓɯ$ÓÌÊÛÐÖÕɯÖÍɯ.ÍÍÐÊÌÙÚȭɯɯ 

Three candidates are running for National Commander, and two for Western  

Region Director.  He also explained the on-line voting procedures now in place  

on the USSVI website at www.ussvi.org.  Dave Richards mentioned that the overall  

voting averages within our organization are below 50% which needs to be improved.   

Let your voices be heard. 

  5ÌÕËÖÙɯ1Ì×ÖÙÛȯɯɯ)ÈÕɯɁ!ÌÈÙɂɯ2ÛÐÍÍÌàɯÚÏÖÞÌËɯÕÌÞɯÐÛÌÔÚɯÐÕɯÏÐÚɯÐÕÝÌÕÛÖÙàȰɯ"ÖÍÍÌÌɯÔÜÎÚȮ 

 belt buckles, challenge coins.  SSB bought 12 DBF Mugs for resale in the base store. 

  -ÌÞɯÔÌÔÉÌÙɯ"ÏÜÊÒɯ*ÙÈÍÛɯÙÌ×ÖÙÛÌËɯÛÏÈÛɯÏÐÚɯÍÙÐÌÕËɯÍÙÖÔɯÛÏÌɯ#ÐÝÌÙɀÚɯ(ÕÚÛÐÛÜÛÌɯÖÍɯ 

Technology is looking for recruits to enter the diver training programs at his company.  

 The class of 27 graduates that just completed the seven month rigorous course were  

all scooped up by one company.  So, if you know of someone that might be interested 

 ÐÕɯÎÌÛÛÐÕÎɯÐÕÛÖɯÛÏÈÛɯÍÐÌÓËȮɯÊÖÕÛÈÊÛɯ"ÏÜÊÒɯ*ÙÈÍÛȭɯȹ6ÌɀÓÓɯ×ÙÖÝÐËÌɯÛÏÌɯÊÖÕÛÈÊÛɯÐÕÍÖÙÔÈÛÐÖÕɯ 

ÚÏÖÙÛÓàȮɯÉÜÛɯàÖÜɯÊÈÕɯÎÖɯÛÖɯÛÏÌɯ#ÐÝÌÙɀÚɯ(ÕÚÛÐÛÜÛÌɯÖÍɯ3ÌÊÏÕÖÓÖÎàɯÖÕ-line to see more information.  

Old Business 

  "ÖÔÔÈÕËÌÙɯ#ÈÝÌɯÙÌ×ÖÙÛÌËɯÖÕɯÏÌɯÈÕËɯ)ÖÏÕɯ,ÈÕÚÍÐÌÓËɀÚɯ×ÙÌÚÌÕÛÈÛÐÖÕɯÖÍɯÖÜÙɯ×ÓÈØÜÌɯÛÖɯÛÏÌɯ.ÜÛ 

ÚÛÈÕËÐÕÎɯ%ÐÙÚÛɯ8ÌÈÙɯ"ÈËÌÛɂɯÛÖɯ"ÈÓÌÉɯ"ÏÈÔ×ÈÎÕÌɯ&ÙÌàɯÈÛɯÛÏÌɯ2ÛÈËÐÜÔɯ'ÐÎÏɯ2ÊÏÖÖÓɯ-)1.3"ɯ ÞÈÙËÚ 

 Banquet on June 2nd.  A rather lengthy program, included a lasagna, salad, garlic bread dinner and 

 silent auction. Two cadets were awarded complete 4-year scholarships, one by the US Navy and 

 one by the USAF. The cadets  always rank at or near the top in national programs and competitions. 

  CDR Alan Mandigo (USN Ret) (SS) and SSB member, is the Senior Naval Science  Officer at Sta 

dium and runs and excellent, well disciplined program.  He has a lot on his plate.  John Mansfield  

 also represented the Veterans of Foreign Wars in presenting several awards to cadets. He is Past  

Commander of Eric G. Sandstrom VFW Post 969 (1998-99 Tacoma) and Past District 3 Commander 

 (2004-ƖƔƔƙɯ/ÐÌÙÊÌɯ"ÖÜÕÛàȺȮɯÈÕËɯÚÌÙÝÌÚɯÖÕɯÛÏÌɯ,ÈàÖÙɯÖÍɯ3ÈÊÖÔÈɀÚɯ5ÌÛÌÙÈÕÚɯ"ÖÔÔÐÚÚÐÖÕȭɯɯ(ÍɯÈÕàÖÕÌ 

 knows of a person that would be a guest speaker at future meetings, please contact John. 

  %ÓÖÈÛɯ"ÖÔÔÐÛÛÌÌɯ1Ì×ÖÙÛȯɯɯ#ÈÝÌɯ1ÐÊÏÈÙËÚɯÛÈÓÒÌËɯÈÉÖÜÛɯÛÏÌɯÉÖÈÛɯÛÙÈÐÓÌÙɯÛÏÈÛɯɁ!ÌÈÙɂɯÕÌÌËÚɯÛÖɯÏÈÝÌɯÙÌ 

moved from his property.  Initially it was purchased to make a parade float, but later decisions sug  

gested we use a double axle trailer instead.  So, the single axle trailer is up for sale. $150 is the asking 

 price. 

  Vice CDR Greg Lee reported on the Memorial Day Fundraiser held at the South Puyallup  

Wal*Mart.  It was a lot of fun and we met some very interesting people; one who said she would be  

 a future guest speaker for our group.  We raised $607.64 in the one day event. Many thanks to Greg  

Lee, Mike Ellis, Lance Nowland, John Mansfield and Dave Richards for participating.  Apologies to  

those who went to the Spanaway store and found another veterans group in our place.   

We will approach another store for future events.  

  ȹɯÊÖÕÛÐÕÜÌËɯÕÌßÛɯ×ÈÎÌɯȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱɯȾ 



        Countless movies and novels have fictionalized the secret brotherhood of the submariner. But  

few of  us outside this close-knit community ever  get to witness what really goes on deep beneath  

the ocean waves.  Take an unprecedented journey with the US Navy's latest weapon in the global  

fight  against terrorism: the SSGN or 'guided missile submarine.'  

National Geographic Channel joins Captain Randy Crites and the crew of  the USS Florida as they  

engage in a covert Joint Operations mission with Special Forces: sneaking Navy SEALs on to shore  

to identify a terrorist  target, and taking it out with guided missiles - fired from the submarine itself.  

Get an in-depth look at the technology that allows this sub to go deeper,  remain submerged longer,  

and stay quieter than previous generations of  submarines. 

And witness the secret weapons that lay hidden within her hull, allowing her  to enable Special  

Forces deployments anywhere, anytime. This is a new weapon for a new war. 

Come aboard as National Geographic takes a ride on the 21st Century Stealth Sub.  

The program airs Thursday June 24 at 8 pm on the National Geographic Channel. 

)ÜÕÌɯÔÌÌÛÐÕÎɯÔÐÕÜÛÌÚɯÊÖÕÛÐÕÜÌËɯȱȱȱȱȭ 

New Business 

  Greg Lee suggested we hold another fundraiser in September.  John will contact  the Lakewood  

Wal*Mart to see if they will support us having a booth at their store.   Social break and base store  

was opened.   

Good of the Order 

   Commander Dave resumed the meeting and said that we should have posters made that show our 

 Youth Activities and Community Service Programs on them for displaying at fundraisers.  Many  

 ÍÖÓÒÚɯÈÚÒɯÞÏÈÛɯÛÏÌɯÔÖÕÌàɯÐÚɯÛÖɯÉÌɯÜÚÌËɯÍÖÙɯÛÏÈÛɯÛÏÌàɯÈÙÌɯËÖÕÈÛÐÕÎȭɯɯ2ÖɯÐÛɯÐÚɯÞÙÐÛÛÌÕȱȭÚÖɯÐÛɯÚÏÈÓÓɯÉÌɯ 

done.   He also asked if there were any sea stories worth sharing.  Chuck Kraft had everyone laugh 

ÐÕÎɯÞÏÌÕɯÏÌɯÛÖÓËɯɁ3ÏÌɯ3ÈÓÌÚɯÖÍɯÛÏÌɯ!ÓÜÌɯ#ÖÛɯ-ÖÚÌÚɂɯÞÏÌÕɯÏÌɯÞÈÚɯÖÕɯÉÖÈÙËɯ422ɯ2ÕÖÖÒɯÐÕɯÛÏÌɯÔÐËɯ 

sixties.  It appears that someone, unbeknownst to the crew, was putting little red, black and green  

dots on noses of sleeping bubbleheads.  Chuck obtained a blue felt tip pen and began putting blue  

ËÖÛÚɯÖÕɯÕÖÚÌÚȮɯÞÏÐÊÏɯÕÖɯÖÕÌɯÏÈËɯÚÌÌÕɯÉÌÍÖÙÌȭɯɯ ÍÛÌÙɯÚÖÔÌɯÛÐÔÌɯÏÌɯÞÈÚɯÊÈÜÎÏÛɯȿÉÓÜÌɯÏÈÕËÌËɀɯ 

when he approached the nose of his next victim, when to his surprise, his eyes opened.  

Chuck was sporting a long, curled handlebar moustache at the time; and to get even, someone put  

red coloring on one side and green coloring on the other (port & starboard), while he was sleeping.  

 When he woke up, he went to curl his fine moustache and wiped red and green streaks on the sides 

 of his face.  Ah, the levity of a sub sailor on patrol. "The Blue Nose Phantom" put dots on the noses  

of nearly all of the officers, including the captain and other officers in the wardroom over a consider  

able period of time before being caught.  To avoid suspicion, Chuck even put a blue dot on his own  

nose." 

 Commander Dave gave the closing prayer and meeting was adjourned at 2045. 

Next meeting is July 13, 2010 at VFW Post 969 

Respectfully Submitted: 

John Mansfield, Acting SSB Secretary 




