"To perpetuate the memory of our shipmates who gave their lives in the pursuit of their duties while serving their country.
That their dedication, deeds and supreme sacrifice be a constant source of motivation toward greater accomplishments.
Pledge loyalty and patriotism to the United States of America and its Constitution.”

That's our CREED above, but it's not who we are:

We are United States Submarine Sailors! We were, and are,
members of the elite fighting force of the United States Navy.
We are all QUALIFIED IN SUBMARINES.

South Sound Base Klaxon
VOLUME 5 Issue 3 - May 2011

Base Home Page:http://southsoundbase.org USSVI National Home Page at: http://ussvi.org
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South Sound Base is selling embroidered "Seal Team 6" hats as part of their fundraising program.
There are three styles:
"Seal Team 6" with Logo, "Seal Team 6 - Black Ops", and "Seal Team 6 - We Got Him" All hats are
adjustable to fit all sizes. These hats are very high quality 100% cotton.
Price per hat is $15 which includes S&H. Discounts available for orders of a dozen or more.

DO NOT FORGET THESE EVENTS ! '
Soup Down is at Noon on May 24th at The Beach Tavern, 8612 6th Avenue in Tacoma
Memorial Day Fundraiser on May 30th at the 165th & Meridian Wal-Mart in Puyallup.

Base Mailing Address: South Sound Base, USSVI P.O. Box 814 Spanaway, WA 98387



The USSVI South Sound Base Dave Richards, Commander
Meeting Minutes, May 12, 2011
VFW Post 969 3510 E. McKinley Ave. Tacoma, WA 98404

The USSVI South Sound Base meeting was called to order by Commander Dave Richards at 1900
Hrs. There were nine members in attendance. Jon Schoenfeld gave the opening prayer. Commander
Dave led the Pledge of Allegiance and read the USSVI Creed: "To perpetuate the memory of our ship-
mates who gave their lives in the pursuit of duties while serving their country. That their dedication,
deeds and supreme sacrifice be a constant source of motivation toward greater accomplishments.
Pledge loyalty and patriotism to the United States of America.
Tolling of the Boats lost in May was conducted by Commander Dave and Mike Ellis: USS Lagarto
SS371 1945, USS Scorpion SSN589 1968, USS Squalus SS192 1939, USS Stickleback SS415 1958
A moment of silence was observed for our departed shipmates.
Treasury Report:
Mike Ellis reported $2,507.35 in the General account which includes $781.77 in the Storekeeper
fund. $300 was sent to Commander Alan Mandigo, Senior Naval Science Officer, for support of an
NJROTC cadet to attend the Northwest Youth Leadership Conference from Stadium High School. It
will be held June 26th through 30th at Pacific Lutheran University in Tacoma. Mike will be changing
our checking account to BECU, where there are no fees. He is preparing the paperwork.
New Business:
Commander Dave discussed the idea of selling Seal Team 6 Hats as a fundraiser. John Mansfield
will order four dozen of the hats from Northwest Embroidery. (They are ready for pickup). The hats
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We will have them at our Memorial Day Fundraiser on May 30th at the 165th & Meridian WalMart in
Puyallup.
Our host VFW Post 969 in Tacoma has agreed to let us sell cowboy hats and other military items
in our Base store from a new display case they are putting up. John has ordered 20 western cowboy
hats with all of the service logos. They are $20 each.
) O OWOUEIT Ul EwUT | w. UODUUEOGEDPOT whhUU w81 EVUwW" EET UOWE"
x OE@UI Uwi UOOw! PT w) 01T Oz Uw3UOxT Pl UBw3T 1 awbpDOOWET wUI
Our next Soup Down is at Noon on May 24th at The Beach Tavern, 8612 6th Avenue in Tacoma.
The kitchen manager at VFW Post 969 said he would cater a Soup Down for us if given advance notice.
There will be a JROTC Pass In Review, May 17 Stadium Bowl 5 p.m.
The Northwest Youth Leadership Conference is set for June 26 thru 30th
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Alan Mandigo prior to the auction.
Binnacle List:
Past Commander, Don Mansfield and his wife, Elaine.
Good of the Order
Mike Ellis reported that Ed Saylor, one of the five remaining Jimmy Doolittle Raiders, was guest
speaker at the car show at Mary Mount for WW Il Veterans Appreciation Day.
Minutes continued on the next page
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Commander Dave spoke on the good turnout at our latest Kap(ss) 4 Kid(ss) visit, where we pre-
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will be in September.

Don Smith, sent an email from Seattle Base letting everyone know that their guest speaker will be
Angus McDonald, who will talk on the loss of the Scorpion. The meeting is May 18th at 7 p.m. at their
host VFW Post in Redmond.

Western Region District Commander, John Mansfield and Base Commander Dave Richards per-
formed the Holland Club induction ceremony for Fred Ball. Fred qualified on the USS Segundo (SS398)
in 1960. He received two certificates, a patch and a membership card. Congratulations, Fred.

Sea stories began, on various topics fromnon-i UOEUDOODOT wi UT UT whPEUT UwU
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dunking practice during man overboard drills brought many laughs and guffaws from members.

Dave told his yacht club heart attack story, about a guy that displayed symptoms exactly like Carl
Black was talking about at our last meeting. How ironic was that ?

John Mansfield suggested we plan a picnic in our area and invite other bases. Suggestions in-
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Park in Seattle. Dave will appoint a committee.

Bremerton Base has the Traveling Dolphins.

John Mansfield reported on the WRD/DC Conference in Laughlin, Nevada April 13-14. Topics
included:

Media & Publicity within our organization, Decklog.com, Visitations, the MIA Project (Missing in
America), USSVI National Website tools available, Membership, Fundraisers, Soup Downs, Annual
raffles.

District Commander elections & nominations began on 1 March. Nominations need to be sub-
mitted by June 1st, and nominees are or have been a Base Commander. Acceptance letters are to be
sent by nominees to Jim Dun, Western Region Director at jimandjean@jjdunn.com. Voting starts July
1st and the new DC takes over in September.

Other topics at the conference were Memorial Teams, Annual review of Base Constitution & By-
laws, Kap(ss) 4 Kid(ss) programs, 70 bases now participate nationwide.

3T PUwal EUzUw4225( w" OOYI OUPOOwWPUwbOwW2xUDOT | Pl OFE
Branson.

John visited Olympic Peninsula Base. They have an online auction to raise funds for their general
fund. Submarine Memorabilia, Inc. runs it. Donated items are auctioned on Ebay. VADM Roger Bacon
donated 130 boat and unit plaques for the auction. Wow !

Our next meeting will be June 9th at 1900, VFW Post 969 in Tacoma.

Respectfully Submitted:
John Mansfield, SSB Secretary
(253) 202-6433, johnss377@yahoo.com



Shipmates, Family and Friends,

It is my sad responsibility to advise all ISA-USA shipmates of the recent passing
of another WWII Submariner, LT Jacques 'Jack’ Abels - (SS) USN, at 93 years of
age. Born: Oct 23, 1917, Brookline , MA. Called to "Eternal Patrol": May 10, 2011.

Please join me in extending our sincere condolences to Jack's entire family.
He is survived by his loving companion, Alice, two children, Judy Abels, Jerry
Abels, and grandchildren.

LT Abels served in the Indian and Pacific Oceans , including patrols off the
coast of Japan , China , New Guinea , and Indonesia , among others, during
World War 11, 1941-1955, first qualifying, as an enlisted crewwmember, aboard the
USS Thresher (S5200), and after attending Officer's Submarine Training in New London , was an officer
aboard the USS Shad (S5235).

Several years after leaving the Navy, he became a member of the United States Submarine
Veterans of World War Il, Los Angeles-Pasadena Chapter; and more recently became a member of the
United States Submarine Veterans, Inc., Bonefish Base, in Redlands , CA..

In 2007 they were included, and joined us, in the “first-ever" - "Holland- O U D-EGogtdodam
Shipboard Alaskan Cruise Convention", which was a Joint Convention, consisting of over 1650
members and their guests, of: USSV-WWII, USSVI and ISA-USA, which was surely enjoyed by all who
had the good-fortune to participate, with many fond memories!

Sailor Rest Your Oar - We've got the Watch - And may He Rest in Peace, Never to be Forgotten!

Currently, his Final Plans include scattering
his ashes, at sea, at an undetermined future date.
A couple of accompanying photos of Jack, are
» also included, for your information.

DBF ¢ Kindest Regards,
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Fraternally, John C. North

USSVI. Mare Island Base POC: ussvi.org/base/Marelsland.asp

ISA-USA Vice President / POC: isausa.org jcnorth@astound.net

Classes To Begin Monday For First Group Of Female Submariners Stars and Stripes, May 14, 2011
Classes for the first group of female officers selected to serve on U.S. submarines are set to begin Mon-
day at Naval Submarine Base New London, according to the Associated Press.

The eight officers, who are scheduled to join submarine crews in February, will be among the first
women to serve on submarines since the Navy repealed a ban, the release said. Until the Navy an-
nounced the change last year, women had been barred on the theory that the close quarters and long
deployments were unsuitable for coed crews, said the report.

The 10-week Submarine Officer Basic Course that began Monday in Groton, a town midway be-
tween New York and Boston, also includes 74 men. No changes have been required in terms of lodging
or classrooms, Naval Submarine School spokesman William Kenny said according to the Associated
Press. The Navy is still exploring the feasibility of modifying submarines' configurations to open the
enlisted ranks to women, said Lt. Brian Wierzbicki, a Navy spokesman at Kings Bay, Ga. according to
the report.



Join Us for the Forgotten Veterans Ceremony ¢ Saturday, May 28th, West Bremerton
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ans to the Kitsap County Veterans Advisory Board and Chapter 5, Combat Veterans International on
Saturday, Memorial Day Weekend.
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tor Escort, Inc to Tahoma National Cemetery in Kent. We are inviting veteran service organizations to
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ing vehicle. If your post or chapter is interested in participating, please have a representative

contact me as soon as possible. Your rep will need to be on site by 9:40 am.

The ceremony will start at 10:00 am.

Those interested in participating in the cortege, there will be two lines, one for motorcycles, and one for

four or more wheels. The escort service will be stopping all traffic for us, including the freeway. There

will be one stop in route. We are all required to go through the toll booths at the Tacoma Narrows
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Bremerton , adjacent to the National Guard Armory. Please visit the site below to see a slide show of

the previous ceremony.

http://www Kitsapgov.com/hr/wsolympic/veterans/documents/VeteransRun.pdf

SSB Member Fred Ball has reached his
50th year since he Qualified in Subma-
rines. Photographs here are of his induc-
| tion Ceremony into the USSVI Holland

& | Club. Background in the photographs are
not intentional to be misleading.
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Virginia-Class Sub California Will Be Homeported At Groton Base 13 May 2011
U.S. Sen. Richard Blumenthal, D-Conn., says the Navy will homeport the recently launched Virginia-class submarine Cali-
fornia (SSN-781) at Sub Base in Groton. "This great news is welcome and well-earned for Connecticut and the men and
women who serve the Naval Submarine Base in New London," Blumenthal said in a statement issued by his office. "This
sub assignment attests to the base's military value and validates our state's commitment to supporting it. | look forward to
visiting the USS California when she arrives.” On Thursday the base broke ground on a simulator training facility for sub-
marine officers and crew, funded in part by the state of Connecticut. Launched on Nov. 14, 2010, the USS California is the
eighth Virginia-class submarine to be built. Blumenthal said the transfer of the submarine to the base for its initial homeport
assignment will become effective on Oct. 29, 2011. The USS California brings with it 15 officer and 117 enlisted billets, his
statement said

Navy To Keep Surface Warfare, Submarine Directorates Separate From Intelligence Shop 16 May 2011
The Navy has decided not to incorporate portions of its surface warfare and submarine organizations into its information
dominance directorate, opting to keep them separate in order to ensure each shop remains focused on their particular port-
folios, Chief of Naval Operations Adm. Gary Roughead said last week.

Roughead's staff had been reviewing the potential reorganization that would have taken elements from the surface warfare
(N86), expeditionary warfare (N85) and submarine warfare (N87) and put them under the information dominance (N2/N6)
banner. The move, as proposed, was intended to cut down on duplicative efforts in the information technology develop-
ment, particularly in the area of unmanned systems that cut across the N85, N86 and N87. Since its inception, the N2/N6 has
been tasked as the overall Navy authority concerning the creation of future unmanned system.

"So with the N2/N6, they are the ones that are controlling the total view of our information environment," Roughead told
reporters after his speech at an unmanned technologies symposium in Washington last Friday. But aside from specific pro-
grams have been moved into the N2/N6 from those directorates, the Navy had largely abandoned the idea of changing the
organizational structures. "We have taken some programs out of those shops and put them into [the N2/N6], but | really
want the submarine and surface shops to really work on getting the submarine or ship put together [and] focus on total
ownership costs," the four-star admiral said.

While the Navy leadership has moved away from further consolidation of its warfighting directorates, Roughead pointed
out the decision did not undercut the value of the N2/N6 shop has had to the sea service. The N2/N6 directorate, he said,
filled the Navy's critical need to coordinate its efforts in the information technology arena.

"The information systems and the sensors and the communications systems really need to be centrally managed,” the CNO
said. "Because if we are talking about operating an integrated fleet, and | am depending on other entities to make the right
investments, and then we find out that after everyone else has made the investment, somebody just decides to reprioritize,
the whole network comes apart."”

Even without the additional integration of service directorates into the N2/N6, the office maintains good communication
and collaboration with the other service shops, via other collaborative tools.

The intelligence, surveillance and reconnaissance wing of the N2/N6 conducts regular "cross-functional team meetings"
with the various heads of the other service organizations to review "any kind of seams...specifically in the unmanned
realm.” Rear Adm. Matthew Klunder, director for ISR capabilities at the N2/N6, told Defense Daily in March.

The ISR shop also participates in an "Undersea Dominance Steering Group" whose primary

focus is development and guidance of unmanned underwater system capabilities, he added.

Articles from Undersea Enterprise News Daily EOOUDPOUT UwOOwUT T wOl RUwWxET T wo6dw OEWEOD



Veteran Helped Honor Lost Sailors
He was a hero to family and helped build WWII submarine memorials.
By Tim Stanley, Tulsa World, May 18, 2011

The idea that Navy submarine crews - more than 3,500 members of whom died in World War 1l -
were not getting their due for their part in the war gave George Cross a sinking feeling. Most people
"don't know if we lost even one submarine - and we lost 52," the Tulsan once told The Tulsa Tribune.
That concern compelled Cross, who worked in concrete construction, and fellow members of the Okla-
homa Chapter of Submarine Veterans of World War 1l to do their part to change things.

In 1989, after raising the money, members of the group began personally erecting a series of gran-
ite monuments at the USS Batfish War Memorial in Muskogee. By the time they finished, there was a
marker for each of the 52 submarines the U.S. lost in WWII, complete with the names of all 3,505 sailors
who went down with them.

George Bethel Cross, who served on the USS Lamprey in the Pacific from 1944 to 1945 and for the
rest of his life kept close ties with his crewmates, died Saturday. He was 90. A funeral service is sched-
uled for 1 p.m. Wednesday at Red Fork Baptist Church under the direction of Mark Griffith-Westwood
Funeral Home. As a survivor, his name was not inscribed on the memorials, but Cross did not
go unrecognized. In a sense, he had his own living memorial in his family:

His granddaughter Crystal Riley, a Navy veteran, and several of his children and grandchildren
followed his example by serving in the military. "I grew up in his home, and he was like another parent
to me," said Riley, who served from 1999 to 2001. "My grandfather was a big influence in my deciding
to go into the Navy. He was my hero."

Cross spent his tour in the Navy aboard the Lamprey before he was discharged after the war in
October 1945. The submarine, with its 70-member crew, patrolled the western Pacific Ocean, engaging
and sinking a handful of enemy vessels and earning four battle stars. Cross' job was to help load torpe-
does. Originally, his duties included "blowing the ballast,” which causes the sub to dive. "But one time,"
said Lois VanderWoude, Cross' daughter, "he did it too early, while the top hatch was still open, and
water started pouring in. He said they decided that wasn't the best job for him."

Born in Cumberland, near the Oklahoma-Texas border, Cross had been a Tulsa resident since
1952. In later years, he traveled the country to attend reunions with former Lamprey crewmates.

His survivors include his wife, Bonnie Cross; eight daughters, Shirley Shanks, Katherine Sayko, Marie
Purdy, Joy Gunkle, June Petitt, Cathy Melton, Lois VanderWoude and Marcy Cox; seven sons, Hugh
Cross, Herbert Surrell, Kenneth Cross, George Cross, Alex Surrell, Lonnie Cross and Steve Cross;

52 grandchildren, 99 great-grandchildren; and seven great-great-grandchildren.

Navy Adds $34M To Groton Shipyard Contract, May 19, 2011

General Dynamics Corp. said Wednesday its Electric Boat unit in Groton received a $33.5 million con-
tract modification to develop advanced undersea technologies, The Associated Press reports.
Submarine-builder Electric Boat will conduct research and development studies on technology areas
including manufacturing, maintainability, survivability, hydrodynamics, acoustics, and materials.
The modification is part of a contract the company received in November. The full contract could be
worth up to $711.4 million over five years if all options are exercised.

Learn more about the U.S. Navy Submarine Force at
http://www.subforce.navy.mil/
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PAINTJOB. For all of you veterans...This is a really cool paint job. Take a close look at the detail.




USSVI OFFICIAL BUSINESS: SubVet News - #2011-042

Date: 5/16/2011

NEWS-01: After decades of paying $1 a year, Bowfin girds for big rent increase

Submitted by: Pat Householder on 5/16/2011

For the past 30 years, the USS Bowfin Submarine Museum and Park (in Hawaii)

has paid $1 a year for its waterfront spot next to the Arizona Memorial visitor

center, officials said. That's about to change in a big way.

Since the current 25-year lease was signed, a change in federal law now requires

the government to charge fair market rent for leased-out taxpayer land.
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http://www.staradvertiser.com/news/20110514 After_decades_of paying_1 a_ yearBowfin_girds_for_big_rent_increase.html

On September 29, 2007 CPO Navy TWS Administrator invited you to join him at Navy.
TogetherWeServed.com (NTWS) - a one of a kind, feature rich website specially created to provide
Sailors of all eras the opportunity to not only locate Shipmates from the past, but also to provide a
unique venue to enjoy the camaraderie of others who served through the sharing of memories and
photographs.

NTWS has already over 510,100 current and former serving Navy Members which has allowed many
Members to reconnect with others with whom they serve. We noticed that you did not take up this in-
vitation and have found that in some instances the emails did not reach their intended destination. Ac-
cordingly we are resending the invite once more - this will happen once only, we will not send this in-
vitation again. NTWS has no public access and only those who served in the United States Navy are
eligible to come aboard. There is no charge to join and create your own personal Navy Service profile
page including the voluntary posting of your Training Schools, the Ships or Shore Stations you were
assigned to, the Combat Missions you participated in and even the Medals, Insignia and Breast Badges
you were awarded in a very attractive and accurate format.

To complete your Membership, follow the link below. You are under no obligation to remain

a Member of Navy.TogetherWeServed.com and you may cancel at any time.
http://navy.togetherweserved.com/usn/servlet/tws.webapp.WebApp?cmd=Activate&ID=579810
Yours truly The Chief Administrator Navy.TogetherWeServed.com

Cookies For Sub Crew - Foster's Daily Democrat, May 19, 2011 r—-——=:
Girl Scout Cadette Troop 12046 collected 76 boxes of girl scout
cookies to be given to the crew of the submarine USS Dallas.
The troop would like to thank all of those customers who gener-
ously purchased these boxes to be given to the crew. Camden
will represent the troop and will deliver the cookies along with
the troops' friend, Dan, who is a crew member aboard the USS
Dallas. The USS Dallas is currently docked at the New London
Naval Base in Connecticut. Standing are Cassie L., Camden T.
and Amaya N.; seated are Jadelyn N. and Tia M. Photo courtesy
of Barrington's




THE UNITED STATES NAVY MEMORIAL

TheLoneS

Chief of Naval Operations To Headline June 3
Battle of Midway Commemoration.

Adm. Gary Roughead, Chief of Naval Operations, is scheduled
to address Midway survivors and all D.C.-area active duty at a
morning ceremony on Friday, June 3, to commemorate the 69th
anniversary of the battle. Five Midway survivors are scheduled
to attend, including Capt. Jack Crawford, Maj. Al Grasselli, Lt.jg
Paul Muzychenko, Cdr. Chester Rief, and Capt. Ken Simmons.
- The event takes place at 9:00 a.m. and is open to the public. No
RSVP is necessary.
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Celebrate the Memorial Day weekend at the Navy Memorial -- all events are free:

Saturday, May 28

11:00a.m.-1 OOOP OT w3 T UOEI Uw- EUPOOEOz UwbUI EUT OEaAaDPOT OQOwb b
2201 EOIl UU?2 w-1 UEaOQuwi OUOI UWwOEYEOQWEYDPEUOU

11:30a.m.4 12:30p.m.-+ DY 1T wx1 Ui OUOEOET wEa wUTl | wUOEQWEEOE w? %0OU
PT OwxUOYDPEI wEw? UOOCHUI WEICEOWEPQwWOI wudUO

2:00 p.m. ¢ sunset - Black Creek Gourd Society - Honor Gourd Dance for Veterans

Monday, May 30

10:00 a.m. - Fleet Reserve Association Wreathlaying ¢ with audience participation

1:00 p.m. - Naval District Washington Wreathlaying

Training film for fishing.............. FUNNY

This guy is a disaster the minute he gets up it appears. This guy is for real. He has his own outdoors

fishing show in the states and is portrayed as an expert. He is not a comedian just a screw-up.

If the hot link doesn't work just put it in your search engine as a website. By the way, type his name

into any search engine and you can find his official website and some more bloopers; a lot more.

The film crew that works with this guy must love coming to work each day. Some training film. . ..

Just hang on to your sides, this is a funny one for the outdoors men out there!
http://www.wimp.com/classicbloopers/

Question ( no answer needed)
Why does the sun shine, nice day to be outside, and | am inside finishing this newsletter ? ? ?



Walk with me by the water, worth the read...
A BEAUTIFUL MESSAGE ABOUT GROWING OLDER:
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| forgot the words....
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