
"To perpetuate the memory of our shipmates who gave their lives in the pursuit of their duties while serving their country.  

That their dedication, deeds and supreme sacrifice be a constant source of motivation toward greater accomplishments.  

Pledge loyalty and patriotism to the United States of America and its Constitution."  

That's our CREED above, but it's not who we are:  

We are United States Submarine Sailors! We were, and are,  

members of the elite fighting force of the United States Navy.  

We are all QUALIFIED IN SUBMARINES.  
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VOLUME 3   Issue 8 -  August  2011  
Base Home Page: http://southsoundbase.org            USSVI  National Home Page at: http://ussvi.org  

SSB Klaxon $ËÐÛÖÙȯɯ#ÖÕɯɁËÖÕÔÈÊɂɯ2ÔÐÛÏɯɯɯɯɯÌ-mail at:  don@donmac.org 

Base Mailing Address: South Sound Base, USSVI P.O. Box 814 Spanaway, WA 98387  

TOLLING THE BOATS  this   Saturday, August 20th 2011  
Seattle base once again presents our annual TOLLING THE BOATS  

Memorial Service and picnic at the Waterfront Park, Kirkland Marina. 

A Memorial Service to honor the Lost American Submarines. 
 Pre-Event social time: 11:00 AM      Picnic: 11:30 AM       

Ceremony Begins at 1:00 PM 

Handicapped parking will be available for whomever needs it. 

Let's have a good showing to honor all of our WW-II shipmates,  
both those who will be at the service and those on eternal patrol.  



The USSVI South Sound Base   Dave Richards, Commander  

Meeting Minutes,  July 14th  2011  

VFW Post 969 3510 E. McKinley Ave. Tacoma, WA 98404 

                      The USSVI South Sound Base meeting was informal due to light attendance.  There were 

seven members present.   

Treasurer Report:   ÞÈÚɯÎÐÝÌÕɯÉàɯ)ÖÏÕɯ,ÈÕÚÍÐÌÓËɯÐÕɯ,ÐÒÌɯ$ÓÓÐÚɀɯÈÉÚÌÕÊÌȭɯɯ3ÏÌÙÌɯÐÚɯȜƖȮƘƕƜȭƙƔɯÐÕɯÛÏÌɯ 

                                  general account which includes $754.00 in storekeeper funds. 

Membership: John reported we have 41 members in the Base and passed around the attendance list   

                           sent to him by Mike. 

Newsletter:  No report. 

Storekeeper: John Mansfield reported he is still waiting on a $300 check from the buyer of 30 Seal   

                         Team 6 hats.  

Binnacle List:  Past Commander, Don Mansfield and his wife, Elaine. 

Communications:   A Thank You letter was received from Mariah White, one of the NJROTC cadets at 

Stadium High School, whom we sponsored to the Northwest Youth Leadership Conference this sum-

mer. We are going to ask Commander Alan Mandigo to have the two sponsored students speak at a 

future meeting, giving us their thoughts on what they got out of the one week program.  

Good of the Order 

                Norm Carkeek gave some very interesting information on ALCO (American Locomotive 

Company) diesel engines and a short discussion ensued relating to Fairbanks Morse and General Mo-

ÛÖÙÚɯÌÕÎÐÕÌÚɯÖÕɯÛÏÌɯȿÉÖÈÛÚɀȭ 

                John said he sent out a notice to Western Region Director, Jim Dunn, informing him of area 

!ÈÚÌɯÔÌÌÛÐÕÎɯÚÊÏÌËÜÓÌÚɯÍÖÙɯÛÏÌɯÙÌÔÈÐÕËÌÙɯÖÍɯ)ÐÔɯȫɯ)ÌÈÕɀÚɯÚÛÈàɯÐÕɯÛÏÌɯ-ÖÙÛÏÞÌÚÛȮɯÞÏÐÊÏɯÌÕËÚɯ ÜÎÜÚÛɯ

18th.  Efforts to put on a function with other Bases did not materialize. 

                )ÖÏÕɯÈÓÚÖɯÐÕÍÖÙÔÌËɯÌÝÌÙàÖÕÌɯÛÏÈÛɯ2ÌÈÛÛÓÌɀÚɯ3ÖÓÓÐÕÎɯÖÍɯÛÏÌɯ!ÖÈÛÚɯÊÌÙÌÔÖÕàɯÈÛɯ*ÐÙÒÓÈÕËɯ,ÈÙÐÕÈɯ

starting at 11:30 a.m. on August 20th  He was asked by coordinator Bob Opple to assist in reading the 

list of lost boats. 

               Captain Hal Barker mentioned that one of his youngest sons is a trainer at Lake Elsinore, 

teaching parachute jumping to Navy Seals.  Hal said he made some jumps a few years back.  Greg Lee 

said he had made some jumps there in his younger days. 

               Greg Lee brought in six sealed packages of smoked pink salmon that he caught off Browns 

Point Wednesday, to sell in a fundraising effort. He sold five packs down in the VFW canteen before he 

even got them upstairs to our meeting room.  His samples were delicious and he plans to bring more to 

the next meeting. $10.00 filet. 

                 "ÖÔÔÈÕËÌÙɯ#ÈÝÌɯÛÈÓÒÌËɯÖÕɯ×ÜÛÛÐÕÎɯÛÖÎÌÛÏÌÙɯÈɯȿ×ÏÖÕÌɯÛÙÌÌɀɯÚÖɯÔÌÔÉÌÙÚɯÊÈÕɯÉÌɯÊÈÓÓÌËɯÛÖɯÙÌɪ

mind them of meetings and events. 

                 The group was asked for ideas on the direction South Sound Base is heading as we enter our 

10th year, and how we can get new, younger members involved.  Gary Dillard, who just retired last 

year and works at Bangor as an electrician, said there are opportunities to hook up with active duty 

sub sailors but their in port training programs, boat upkeep work, and at-sea time really limits their 

participation these days.  Crew sizes are being reduced and mission workloads are increased. 

          ɭɭɭɭ-  continued next page ɭɭɭɭ- 



 ,ÌÌÛÐÕÎɯÔÐÕÜÛÌÚɯÊÖÕÛÐÕÜÌËɯȱȱȱȭȭȭ 

ɭɭɭɭɭɭɭɭɭɭɭɭɭɭ 

                 Norm talked about a book he has on two huge German submarines that were used as freight-

ers, carrying chemicals and other cargo.  Maybe he can bring it in to a future meeting. 

                 )ÖÏÕɯÚÈÐËɯÏÌɯÞÐÓÓɯÚÌÕËɯÈɯÕÖÛÌɯÛÖɯ+ÐÚÈɯÈÛɯ,ÈÙàɯ!ÙÐËÎÌɯ"ÏÐÓËÙÌÕɀÚɯ'ÖÚ×ÐÛÈÓɯÛÖɯÈÙÙÈÕÎÌɯÈɯ2Ì×ÛÌÔɪ

ber Kap(ss) 4 Kid(ss) visit.  We have plenty of hats on hand. 

                Greg suggested we order more lapel pins for our fundraisers; we will take inventory of stock 

ÖÕɯÏÈÕËȭɯ6ÌɯÎÐÝÌɯÛÏÌÔɯÖÜÛɯÈÛɯÖÜÙɯÍÜÕËÙÈÐÚÌÙÚɯÈÚɯÛÏÈÕÒɯàÖÜɀÚɯÍÖÙɯËÖÕÈÛÐÖÕÚȭ 

               John informed everyone of the National Convention to take place September 5-11 in Spring-

field, Missouri and that all room blocks have been filled. Alternate hotels are available. 

              He also reminded the group of the District 4 Commander election in progress. To date, no one 

ÏÈÚɯÉÌÌÕɯÕÖÔÐÕÈÛÌËȭɯɯ2ÖȮɯ)ÖÏÕɯÏÈÚɯÈÚÒÌËɯ)ÌÕÕàɯ#ÜÎÈÕɯÖÍɯȿ2ÜÉÝÌÚÛȭÊÖÔɀɯÛÖɯÎÖɯÈÏÌÈËɯÈÕËɯÔÈÒÌɯÏÐÚɯÊÈ×Ìȭ 

              Dave said he will inform everyone next week of the upcoming Soup Down. 

              Dave also said while he was up in the San Juans on his sailboat, he got hung up on a crab pot, 

just as two tugs were maneuvering a huge cargo ship, and another was waiting to come in.  He had to 

get a diver to go down and free up the line. 

              John is going to initiate a tour of USS Connecticut (SSN 22) and will contact Rick Atkins, Com-

mand Master Chief of SUBGROUP 9. 

             Greg suggested we organize a tour of the Boeing Air & Space Museum.  Al Smith said there are 

awesome displays of WWII aircraft, a mockup of the space shuttle and other vintage items. 

             Dave said he would like to see us organize a tour up to Victoria, B.C. to visit the Canadian sub-

mariners.  Passports or enhanced drivers licenses will be required. 

            "ÈÙÓɯ!ÓÈÊÒɯÙÌÈËɯÈɯ×ÙÈàÌÙɯÍÙÖÔɯ&ÌÖÙÎÌɯ6ÈÚÏÐÕÎÛÖÕɀÚɯ×ÙÈàÌÙɯÉÖÖÒȮɯÞÏÐÊÏɯÞÈÚɯØÜÐÛÌɯÈ××ÙÖ×ÙÐÈÛÌɯ

considering volatile times our country is in at the moment. 

            Our next meeting will be September 8th at 1900, VFW Post 969 in Tacoma. 

Respectfully Submitted: 

John Mansfield, SSB Secretary    (253) 202-6433         johnss377@yahoo.com  

                As of 8/17/2011 4:02:18 PM  Veterans Day Fundraiser   Gents, We are confirmed at the South 

Puyallup WalMart for our fundraiser on November 11th . John Mansfield SSB PAO  

!ÈÚÌɯ ÊÛÐÝÐÛÐÌÚɯ ÕÕÖÜÕÊÌÔÌÕÛÚɯȱɯ,ÈÙÒɯàÖÜÙɯÊÈÓÌÕËÈÙÚ 

              South Sound Base, U.S. Submarine Veterans, Inc. will be making their 6th Kap(ss) 4 Kid(ss) visit 

to Mary Bridge Children's Hospital at 0930, September 13th, 2011. Those interested in participating will 

need to meet in the hospital lobby at 09:00. Rules and Regs for visitors are available from John Mans-

field, K4K Chairman. Email him at johnss377@yahoo.com. Visitors must be in good health; no colds, 

coughs, diarrhea or other communicable issues.  

                   "Shipmates, South Sound Base will be having their next "Soup Down" Tuesday at Noon on 

August 23rd at "The Spar Tavern" in Tacoma. The Spar is noted for being the oldest bar in Tacoma. Di-

rections:   2121 North 30th Street Tacoma, WA 98403   253 627 8215           To reach the Spar from I-5, 

take the Tacoma Dome exit. Don't take the immediate hard right into the dome parking area, but con-

tinue about a half mile to the next right and onto Schuster Parkway. Stay in the right lane on Schuster 

Parkway for about 2 miles until the road 'Y's. Follow the road to the right, up the overpass and to the 

stoplight at North 30th and McCarver. You're here!"  

mailto:johnss377@yahoo.com


 



"Members of South Sound Base invite you to their 9th Anniversary Meeting, September 8th, 2011. Our 

guest speaker will be COMSUBGRU 9 Command Master Chief, Rick L. Atkins. We are going to ask 

VFW Post 969 to prepare a dinner that evening before the meeting.  The price is usually $6.00 or $7.00 

per meal. I'll spread the word soon as it is confirmed. Dinner would be at 6:00 p.m., Meeting at 7:00 

p.m. We will have an anniversary cake as well. I would like a head count of those who will be having 

dinner to alert the chef(s). Address is 3510 E. McKinley Avenue, Tacoma, WA 98404  Post phone 253 272 

1405   Also, I am arranging a tour of USS Connecticut (SSN-22) with COMSUBDIV 5 (Schedule to be an-

nounced) If you are interested, please let me know your full name and last 4 digits of your SSN for se-

curity purposes. USSVI members and Associate members will be given priority on the list. If there is 

more room, guests may be invited. More on that when known. They usually let us have around 20 

members in a tour. I will post a set of requirements when the tour is confirmed. Entering the boat from 

topside requires a bit of a physical challenge, so you must be able to navigate a reverse angle ladder. If 

you have any questions, contact: WRD4 Commander, John Mansfield 253 202 6433 Cell 360 569 0507 

Home (no cell coverage)" johnss377@yahoo.com  

Faked weld inspections may draw 37 months 

Daily Press   10 August 2011  By Peter Frost 

            The former weld inspector at the Newport News shipyard who falsified certifications of weld inspections 

on 13 U.S. Navy vessels faces up to 37 months in prison, according to sentencing guidelines released this week. 

            Robert R. Ruks, 34, pleaded guilty in May to two felony counts of lying about weld certifications on nine 

aircraft carriers and four submarines built or serviced in Newport News between 2006 and 2009. He is scheduled 

to be sentenced Friday in U.S. District Court in Newport News. 

           Neither government prosecutors nor Ruks made specific sentencing recommendations in court filings last 

week, but the government recommended a one-point reduction in Ruks' sentence for his early acceptance of re-

sponsibility in the case.  

           Federal guidelines call for a sentence of 30 to 37 months, which includes three reductions in exchange for 

Ruks' pleading guilty. The Portsmouth man faces a maximum sentence of 10 years in prison and a $500,000 fine 

for the two counts. 

          The total cost to review, reinspect and repair the welds Ruks was responsible for certifying was about 

$654,000, the government said. 

         One of the welds Ruks lied about inspecting, a critical pipe weld joint on the submarine Missouri, was later 

determined to be defective. That weld was a so-called "SUBSAFE" weld, meaning its failure could have compro-

mised safety on the boat. 

          SUBSAFE is a Navy quality assurance program that covers all systems exposed to sea pressure or critical to 

flooding recovery. It is designed to assure that subs' hulls remain watertight and that they can recover from flood-

ing events. 

          At least 16 other welds that Ruks inspected were later found to be defective, according to a court filing.  

          Northrop Grumman Shipbuilding, the shipyard's former owner, fired Ruks shortly after he admitted to falsi-

fying the documents. The yard now is owned by Huntington Ingalls Industries Inc--      

Soldier Disguised As Braves Catcher Surprises Wife Surprise Soldier Homecoming Held  

This is a Kleenex 1:35 minute video news report 

http://www.wapt.com/r/28784536/detail.html#.TkSn-pJYMQs 

Read more:  

http://www.wapt.com/news/28784536/detail.html#ixzz1UnCO8U2f 

mailto:johnss377@yahoo.com


Here is a rendition of the Navy Hymn with Submarine Service Verses 

               "Eternal Father Strong to Save" 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZKMEl4HU0fA& 

Where our military headstones come from: 

http://www.cbsnews.com/video/watch/?id=7367662n 

'ÖÞɯ(ÙÐÚÏɯ#ÈÕÊÐÕÎɯÚÛÈÙÛÌËȱɯÈɯÍÜÕÕàɯÖÕÌ 

http://videos2view.net/irish-dance.htm 

+ÖÕÎɯÉÜÛɯÏÖÓËÚɯàÖÜÙɯÈÛÛÌÕÛÐÖÕɯȱɯ(ÛɯÐÚɯÖÕÌɯÏÖÜÙɯƘƗɯÔÐÕÜÛÌÚɯ+.-&ɯȵ 

A report on Cold War Submarine Service Activities 

http://messdeck.com/Media/Capt_Patton_Presentation.wmv 

This below link is a special, but old, report on the USS Codfish 

Enjoy the 5 minute presentation 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=P0SICqoBevs& 

Some Internet Web sites that may be of some interest 

So, why did they not invade ...........  Interesting perception. 
        After the Japanese  decimated our fleet in Pearl Harbor Dec 7, 1941,  They could have sent their troop 

ships and  carriers directly to California To finish what  they started. The prediction from our Chief of 

Staff was we would not be able to stop a Massive  invasion until they reached the Mississippi  River . So, 

why did they not invade? 

        After the  war, the remaining Japanese generals and admirals were asked that question.  

3ÏÌÐÙɯɯÈÕÞÌÙȱȱɯ3ÏÌàɯÒÕÖÞɯÛÏÈÛɯÈÓÔÖÚÛɯÌÝÌÙàɯÏÖÔÌɯÏÈËɯÎÜÕÚɯÈÕËɯÛÏÌɯ ÔÌÙÐÊÈÕÚɯÒÕÌÞɯÏÖÞɯÛÖɯÜÚÌɯɯ

them. The world's  largest army... America's hunters! I had never thought about  this.... 

A blogger  added up the deer license sales in just a  handful of states and arrived at a striking  conclusion: 

There were  over 600,000 hunters this season in the state of  Wisconsin.. 

Allow me to  restate that number. Over the  last several months, Wisconsin 's hunters became  the eighth 

Largest army in the world. More men  under arms than in Iran .. 

More than  in France and Germany combined. These men  deployed to the woods of a single American 

state to hunt with firearms, and no one was  killed. 

         That number  pales in comparison to the 750,000 who hunted  the woods of Pennsylvania and Michi-

gan 's  700,000 hunters All of whom have now returned home. Toss in a  quarter million hunters in West 

Virginia and it  literally establishes the fact that  the hunters of those four states alone would comprise the 

largest army in the world. 

The point? 

          America will forever be safe from foreign invasion with that kind of home-grown firepower.  

Hunting --  it's not just a way to fill the freezer. It's a  matter of national  security. 

That's why  all enemies, foreign and domestic, want to  see us disarmed.  

Food for  thought when next we consider gun  control. 



WE DON'T STOP LAUGHING BECAUSE WE GROW OLD, 

WE GROW OLD BECAUSE WE STOP LAUGHING 
 

Advice  to an old guy...   

An old guy was  working out in the gym when he spotted a sweet young  thing... He asked the  trainer 

that was near-by, "What machine in here should I use to impress that sweet thing over there?"  

The trainer looked him up and down and said,  "I would try  the ATM in the lobby." 
 

MY HUSBAND AND I, both active-duty Navy officers, were married by a notary public in Jackson-

ville, Fla., where I was stationed. Our wedding took place the day the Operation Desert Storm cease-

fire was announced. We had gone to the courthouse on my lunch hour, so I was still in uniform. After 

the notary pronounced us husband and wife, he smiled and shook his head.  

"One war ends," he said, "and another begins."  
  

WHEN MY NAVY SON-IN-LAW was assigned to sea duty for the first time, I asked him if he thought 

there was a way to continue his daily fitness program. He said there was an exercise room on board. 

3ÏÌÕȮɯÞÐÛÏɯÈɯÚÔÐÓÌɯÖÕɯÏÐÚɯÍÈÊÌȮɯÏÌɯÈËËÌËȮɯɁ3ÏÌÙÌɀÚɯÈɯÓÈÙÎÌɯÚÞÐÔÔÐÕÎɯ×ÖÖÓɯÛÖÖɯɭ if you can keep up 

ÞÐÛÏɯÛÏÌɯÚÏÐ×ȵɂ 
  

I REALIZED  just how fully a Navy friend of mine had been indoctrinated in antisubmarine warfare 

when I asked him whether he knew the sex of the baby his wife was expecting. "We believe it's a boy," 

he answered, "but that analysis is based solely on low-confidence acoustic intelligence." "He means," 

his wife clarified, "I had a sonogram."  
 

 BECAUSE OF A MINOR INFRACTION, a shipmate of mine aboard the USS Reeves, bound for Japan, 

was busted one rank, fined and given extra duty for three weeks. Looking forward to celebrating his 

21st birthday on July 2, he consoled himself every night during his extra duty by reciting, "They can 

bust me, they can fine me - but they can't take away my birthday."  

As July 2 approached, his excitement increased. When he went to bed on July 1, he happily repeated, 

"They can bust me, they can fine me - but they can't take away my birthday." The next morning, he 

found out that the ship had crossed the international date line - and it was July 3 
 

Captain's Mystery  

           Once upon a time there was a famous sea captain. This captain was very successful at what he 

did for years he guided merchant ships all over the world. Never did stormy seas or pirates get the best 

of him. He was admired by his crew and fellow captains.  

           However there was one thing different about this captain. Every morning he went through a 

strange ritual. He would lock himself in his captain's quarters and open a small safe. In the safe was  

an envelope with a piece of paper inside. He would stare at the paper for a minute then lock it back up. 

Afterwards he would go about his daily duties. For years this went on and his crew became very curi-

ous. Was it a treasure map? Was it a letter from a long lost love?  

Everyone speculated about the contents of the strange envelope. One day the captain died at sea.  

After laying the captain's body to rest the first mate led the entire crew into the captains quarters. He 

opened the safe got the envelope opened it and... The first mate turned pale and showed the paper to 

the others.  Four words were on the paper, two lines with two words each:  

                                           Port Left 

                                           Starboard Right  


